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Today is Holy Trinity Sunday and Pastor Mann did a great job last
week talking about Pentecost and teaching about the Holy Spirit.
So, today we’re talking about the Trinity, God the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. I think most people who know something about the
Trinity know how difficult it can be to explain. Because of that
many have a favorite analogy.
There are so many of analogies from the fruit related ones to the
clover or person related. Each of them essentially tries to explain
the Trinity in a way that is easy to understand. I want to show you
a video that lays out some of the analogies in a humorous way.
These were a small sampling of the ways that we use when we
attempt to explain the Trinity. I’m partial to “partialist cause”,
mostly because of the Voltron comparison. However, all of these
visuals are used to help us understand the Trinity. We want to
know God in a way that we can easily explain to others. We want
to logically think through who God is and what that means for our
lives. But while we do that something happens where an essential
part of the Trinity is lost.
In our reading from John today we meet another individual who is
trying to understand. Nicodemus was a well-educated man. He had
studied and felt like he understands or knows God pretty well. But
Jesus confronts him with his actual lack of understanding. “You
are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these
things? Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we

testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our
testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?”
This lack of knowledge and understanding is present throughout
the gospels. The disciples are often characterized as being without
knowledge or being uneducated. Jesus frequently questions
whether or not people understand His message. But somehow
those people are exactly who Jesus used to spread the message
about Him.
Maybe what this tells us is that it isn’t about understanding the
message. Maybe there is something more to it. In the examples of
the Trinity from the video everything left out something important.
Something that was needed to complete the picture. What if the
thing that is need to complete the picture is faith?
Before we get to far ahead of ourselves let’s be reminded that faith
isn’t solely a religious thing. There are things that we believe in
that aren’t at all connected to our religious faith. We believe that
we will be paid when the time comes. Payday was Friday for me so
I’m very glad my faith wasn’t misplaced. We believe that our car
will get us from place to place without trouble. Or we believe that
our children will be safe at school. But sometimes it seems like our
“believe thats” aren’t enough.
There are those whose belief that they will be paid isn’t always a
sure thing. Or when we believe that our car will get us where we
need to go and are disappointed when the car breaks down. Or
those who believe that their children are safe at school but face a
school shooting like in Texas last week. These “believe thats”
don’t always work out the way we imagine. Even in the world of
faith. Most of the religions of the world are founded on “believe
thats”. They believe that the teachings of their leader are important
and should be passed on. This is where the other religions of the
world and Christianity separate because Christianity isn’t founded
on a “believe that”. Christianity is based on a “believe in”.

Jesus’ message was of a different kind. Jesus asked his followers to
believe in Him. Everything He taught, every story He told
connected back to who He was and what He did. That’s why is was
so hard for His followers when He died. Jesus flat out said it to
Nicodemus, “we speak of what we know. And we testify to what
we have seen.” The guy that they were told to believe in was gone.
They knew that he had died, they had seen it! And so, they hid or
went back to their old lives. No one was waiting for Jesus’
resurrection on Easter morning, no one was ready to tell others
what Jesus had taught them because they knew what would happen
to them.
But when Jesus returned! That was another story. Another story for
the disciples but the same story that Jesus had been telling form the
beginning. John summed up what Jesus was saying to Nicodemus
by saying, “that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” That’s
why we believe in Him.
We believe in Jesus because knowledge isn’t enough. Too much
happens in our world that we can’t understand. When those things
happen the first thing we try to do is understand what we’ve seen.
The news reports try to explain why the shooter did what he did.
The car owner tries to understand what went wrong. Mankind tries
to understand the triune God, and sometimes we can but there are
times when understanding won’t be enough. And when
understanding isn’t enough there is faith.
The faith we have is to believe in the one who is the cause for our
salvation. Jesus is the cause and the effect is the salvation of His
people, who are the people believing in Him. This belief isn’t one
where we hide or return to our normal lives. This belief is one that
empowers us and energizes us to go out and share it with others.
This believe in isn’t the same as the other “believe thats”. This
believe in is the only faith that is centered around a person. But He
is not only a person, He is a part of the divine Trinity. The Trinity
that we can’t fully understand, but that we fully believe in through
faith.

It’s that faith that fills in the gaps when we tell others about Him.
We don’t have to understand the Trinity exactly or explain
everything the Bible teaches in the clearest way because it’s not
about knowing everything there is to know. It’s about believing in
the one who was sent, Jesus Christ. He came to be our road to
salvation. He is the one who leads us down that road to eternal life.
And when we believe in Him, that life with Christ is ours through
faith.

