Faith@Home Resource Week 7: TALK - Caring Conversations

_QIEI *Worship *Serve *Play *Read *Love *Create *Pray| *Talk |*Sing *Eat

# And all who believed were together and had all things in common. * And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as
any had need“ And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous
hearts, ’ praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” Acts 2:44-41

The early church began as one people who did everything together.-This summer Our Savior’s Way and Open Arms are celebrating that core idea of “together” -
how being together in Christ influences who we are as children of God, created for Christian community.

Start each week in worship together as a family - your family and friends. Our church family. This ‘At Home or On the Go” Resource packet will give you some weekly
themeideas for you to continue the TOGETHER faith experience with family or friends. No matter where you are this summer. Use the “Together Tracker” to help
you go for 3 weekly goals: To do the “One Big Thing” Suggestion, to Take Jesus with you and have fun with the Flat Jesus Challenge, and to do at least one more idea,
activity or servant project on the theme. Use an idea from the packet or something of your own!

The One Big Thing: If you have time for only ONE way to follow up on the “TALK- Caring Conversations” theme this week:
P Talk with someone about your hope in Christ

Where will you take Jesus with you this week? Take a picture of ‘Flat Jesus” and Tweet in to #flatjesusoswlic or
post to our Facebook page @oswlc.org

Home Scripture Reference for “TALK":  John4:5-30 The Woman at the Well (Selected Verses follow)

>S0 he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.®Jacob's well was there; so Je-
sus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.’Awoman from Samaria came to draw
water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) ° The Samaritan woman said to
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, awoman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus an-
swered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water.” "The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get
that living water? ?Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his live-
stock.” ®Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, “but whoever drinks of the water that | will give

him will never be thirsty again. The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  The woman
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”..........» The woman said to him, “|
know that Messiah is coming (he who i called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” # Jesus said to her, “l who speak to you
amhe.” 7 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or,
“Why are you talking with her?"?8So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, ?“Come, see a

man who told me all that | ever did. Can this be the Christ?” *0They went out of the town and were coming to him.

Key Point/Summary:

Key Point: ~ With the help of the Holy Spirit all of our conversations can be useful in showing the love of God in Christ, as we
talk and listen and care about others with a loving heart and mind.

In the passage for this week, we find Jesus in talking with a woman that most people of his heritage would not speak with. He
shows her that he knows about her, and despite her sins, reaches out to her with the news of who he is. Unworthy as she
might seem to most, she was worthy of Jesus attention. He pointed out truth in love. The woman also engaged in the conver-
sation by listening to what Jesus had to say. His words not only had an effect on her, but went with her to reach others. We
have the opportunity to reach out to others through our words as well. Caring conversations of fer support, encouragement
and attention. They can offer correction, and give guidance. They might be intentional or take place quite unexpectedly. How
we communicate with others, when driven by our faithin Jesus, can be the work of God, even if we are not speaking directly
on matters of faith.




Conversations logether:

Who has helped you learn about Jesus?

What stories, actions or events helped you to grow in faith?

Jesus sent out his disciples to speak for Him. How do you speak for Jesus?

What made you feel close to God today?

What made you feel close to your loved ones today?

Is there a special place where you particularly like to have a caring conversation with someone?

Talk about a time when a conversation had a significant impact on your life.

What makes it difficult to share your faith?

Jesus used his words to teach, and also his actions. How can actions sometimes speak louder than words?

Prayer for TALK Together:
Dear Lord, you give us the ability to communicate with each other. You showed us how words can help, heal, and give




